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The City of Milwaukee is broke and they have a NEW SCHEME to get more of your money!!!

Yes, the City of Milwaukee is broke.  In addition to raising your taxes by more than 4% in a deep, deep recession and raising your water rates by almost 30%, they have come up with a new scam to extort more money for their coffers, the “Rental Property Inspection Program.”
Instead of prioritizing scarce tax resources on more Police and Fire to avoid furloughs, they want to hire more building inspectors to search your rental properties – perhaps unconstitutionally!  What’s that all about???  What sounds like a modest proposal to improve neighborhoods is nothing more than an attempt to expand big government bureaucracy at your expense and that of your tenants.  
The City Fathers propose charging you a substantial fee for the inspections of your property.  The initial charge will be $40.00 for each property or LLC. Then there will be a $35.00 fee for the inspection of each unit. Of course, that is just for starters. Once they realize that they have a steady revenue stream, who knows how they may expand the program – and fees – even further.
(Update: the fee has been revised upward again to a combined $85 per unit fee) 

Of course, with more inspections there will be more subjective and arbitrary work orders – no matter how conscientious you may be.  Even if you comply, the inspection fees continue to ratchet up if every “T” is not crossed and every “I” dotted – and there is little you can do as long as they keep the fees below the cost of hiring an attorney.  Everything is at the whim of the inspector.  Quite a racket!
All of the above does not begin to take into account the personal privacy of your tenants. Even though there will have been no request made or complaint issued, building inspectors will show up, perhaps unannounced, demanding entry and free access to your tenant’s private living spaces.  This is no longer just big government – this is “Big Brother” in its most Orwellian sense.
Property owners and tenants alike need more Police and Fire services not more intrusive inspections that serve as a ruse to raise money for bigger government bureaucracies.
Please take the time to contact your Alderman at 286-2221 and ask them to please restore funding to Police, Fire, libraries and improved garbage pick-up.  Don’t sacrifice public safety for more Big Brother government that is nothing but a thinly veiled “backdoor tax” on its citizens.  Remind them that property owners don’t pay those fees – they simply pass them down to their customers like every other business. 

Please feel free to make copies of the attached letter and give it to your tenants so that they can express their views to the Aldermen. Don’t wait, please call NOW!!!
For more information, please visit www.crgnetwork.com and click on the “Rental Property Inspection Scheme” issue.
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